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FIRST TREACY NEWSLETTER
NEARLY WENT UNPUBLISHED!

The editor of Treacy Newslet-
ter advises that in early Ap-
ril he had determined to ab-
andon the project and return
subscription money then re-
ceived. Postcard invitations
for subscriptions had been
mailed to 31 kinsmen on Jan-
uary 25 but two months later,
March 25, only six persons
had responded.. In April how-
ever interest picked up and
six more persons sent in their
subscription dollars and in
May two more subscribed. Some
sent more that the asked-for
one dollar and in those cases
the editor determined to pur-
chase subscriptions for the
overpayer's siblings who did
not respond. Using this meth-
od the newsletter will be sent
to nineteen households.

BONUS SUPPLEMENT ATTACHED
As a special bonus to charter
subscribers the editor has at-
tached an article concerning
Leo J. Rasche, older brother
of Estelle "Mom" Treacy.. .De-
pending on reader interest the
editor will consider similar
articles with future issues.

NEWSLETTER FINANCES BARED
The cost of putting the init-
ial issue of the newsletter
into the hands of the 19 sub-
scribers has been computed to
be: Postcards $4.65; stamps
$7.98; Envelopes $1.90; Repro-
duction $6.65; and paper $5.32;
for a total of $26.50. This
is about the amount received
from the fourteen subscribers
who paid, or overpaid, for
their subscriptions. The ed-
itor asks that each subscrib-
er send in $2.00 to continue
his or her subscription, along
with any news to share with
the rest of the clan.

TREACYS STORE ARTICLE
BEING PREPARED

Maurice F. Treacy, 1930s em-
ployee of Treacy's Cash store,
later manager of (Treacy's)
Clover Farm Store, and still
later co-owner of Treacy's,
direct successor of Treacy's
Cash, by then solely a cloth-
ing store, is presently writ-
ing a descriptive history of
these institutions, which flour-
ished in Oakland, Maryland, for
well over 50 years. This news-
letter will advise readers as
to when the article is com-
plete and how to obtain a copy.

JACK TREACY WORLD WAR II LETTER SURFACES

After the June, 1989, Treacy
Reunion in Grantsville and
Herrington Manor State Park,
Leo E. Treacy sent to the York,
Pennsylvania, Treacys a letter
he had received from his bro-
ther, then Lt.(jg) John T.
"Jack" Treacy during World War
II. At Jack's funeral later
the same year the relatives in
attendance were privileged to
read it. Jack was then assign-
ed to the CIC ( combat inform-
ation center ) of the destroy-
er Bryant. Leo had then return-
ed from naval service in Haw-
aii and was enrolled in the
V-12 Navy college pre-commis
sioning program. It reads:
U.S.S. BRYANT (DD 665), 26 Nov-
ember 1944. Dear Leo, Since
you are so interested in my
activities and since censor-
ship has been relaxed I can
tell you a little about it.

We were with the "softening

up" bombardment group at Leyte
and went in several days before
the landing. We followed the
minesweepers into the gulf and
bombarded from dawn to dusk
every day until Dugout Doug ar-
rived except for one day when

a typhoon prevented operations.
"A" day we closed the beach to
2000 yardsand covered the land-
ings, fired counter battery and
close support fire for the
troops. There were enemy planes
around all the time from the
minute we arrived. No doubt you
have read of the surface action.
The morning before the arrival
9f the Tokio Express air raids
increased both in size and num-

ber and kept us bUSY all day. Af Anin;i!ali?nloplacelhenameofa
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created to honor them.

with Admiral Kinkaid's outfit
that night in Surigao Strait.

Along with other cans we clo-
sed to a very uncomfortable
range and fired fish into a A
Jap heavy crusier which later
sank. Shells were popping

all over the place but we were
lucky and didn't stop any of
them. At daylight we found the
water.full of Jap survivors

who we tried to pick up but
they refused capture. Some of
them could have been coaxed

but we couldn't spare the time
to fool with them because an-
other force was attacking our
CVEs east of Samar. This was
also a threat to the gulf so
our force was ordered out to
intercept but some of Mitcher's
planes arrived first so our or-
ders were changed. Does that
give you a rough idea? You
were lucky to get away from AA
909. All of the boys on land-
ing craft take a beating with
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" the possible exception of LSTs.

I've seen them operate so I

know what I'm talking about.

They get everything thrown at
them during their approach to

the beach. That's all I have

to tell you except that you are

a bad boy in Physics. Better
luck next time. Love, Jack.
(Editor's note: Jack, along

with the other crewmembers of

the Bryant was awarded the Navy
Unit Commendation ribbon for his
combat service from June, 1944

to April, 1945 in the battles of
Saipan-Tinian, Palau, Surigao
Strait, Iwo-Jima and Okinawa.

The spelling "Tokio" is not an
error. Such spelling was com-
mon in the pre-war and war years.
"AA 909" was Leo's anti-aircraft
unit in Hawaii which was disband-
ed after threat of invasion there
diminished, The unit was converted
to landing craft crews.)

In Ireland the telephone direct-
ories list nearly three times
those spelling their name Treacy
as those spelling their names
Tracy and Tracey combined. None
1ist with the prefix O0'. Three,
however are listed under the
ancient spelling of O'Treasaigh.
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FAMILY MYTH EXPLODED

RASCHE NOT A FRENCH NAME

Stephen D. Treacy of Anchorage,
Alaska, is responsible for lay-
ing to rest a family myth, fond-
1y held which speculated that
the name Rasche was really
French and that it was prop-
erly pronounced RAH-SHAY. Both
Estelle Rasche Treacy and Agnes
Rasche Brooks had stated this
during their lifetimes, bolster-
ing the theory with the fact
that the portion of Prussia from
which Heinrich (Henry) Rasche
emigrated shared a border with
France.

STEVE PROCURES RASCHE LINEAGE

In 1987 and 1988 Steve hired a
German genealogist who searched
the church-state records of Nie-

Thomas Rowan, Estelle Treacy's grand- ssen and vicinity, the town near
father was the contractor who built Marburg where Henry was born.
St. Peter's Catholic Church in West- The German lady traced Henry's
ernport, Maryland in the 1800s. Be- paternal ancestors to five gen-
fore the Rowans moved to the U.S. erations beyond Henry. Of the
from Canada, Thomas was a subcon- five only Henry's father, Johann
tractor (bricklaying) in the con- Bernhard Heinrich, used the sur-
struction of the Parliament build- name Rasche, the four of his an-

ing in Ottawa.

CLAN NOTES FROM:

ALASKA

Laura Ellen Moore Treacy
is now concluding an exten-
ded stay with son and daugh-
ter-in-law, Steve and Ann
Treacy in Anchorage. There
she starred in a profession-
al live theatre production of
Quilters, "a Pioneer Musical."
This show, which enjoyed rave
reviews, constitutes her the-
atrical comeback following
triple by-pass surgery in Jan-
uary 1990. Also Laura cele-
brated her 74th birthday while
there (March 30). Break a leg
Laura.
Steve (3020 Redwood Street, An-
chorage, Alaska 99508) contin-
ues to codify family vital
statistics (names, relation-
ships, events, dates & places).
Please keep him informed of new
children, marriages, births,
deaths, etc. He enters the
data and periodically distrib-
ut2s printouts to interested
1ily members.

cestors all using the surname
Raschen.

EDITOR BOLSTERS RASCHEN VALIDITY
On his receipt of a copy of the
work procured by Steve, your ed-
itor checked with experts in the
French and German languages.
They confirmed that Raschen is
definitely German, that raschen
translates "quick" and that no
French word resembles rasche.
RASCHE LINEAGE FAMILY'S LONGEST
The lineage chart prepared by
Steve from the information pro-
duced by the German expert shows
that it is by far the longest in
the Treacy/Rasche (and ancestors)
chains. Such chart shows the re-
motest Raschen to be Johannes,
born in 1661, married to Eliz-
abeth Techethoff in 1684, and

who died in N®6rde, Prussia, in
CALIFORNIA 1741.

John Treacy, Jr. writes from Oak-
land that his job requires that

he be on the road a lot and that
he may shortly be detailed to
Pensacola. In such event he will
be a close neighbor to Editor Bill
and reporter Mary Ruth, who look
forward to seeing him.

DISTRICT
OF
COLUMBIA

There is a Treacy Street in New-
ark,N.J., a Trearcy Street in

St. Louis, Mo., A Treesey Street
in Housten, Texas, and a Treasch

Jane Treacy, daughter of Maurice
and Betty Talbot Treacy, is now

Street in Cuyahoga Falls, Ohio. gapirgner in the firm Treacy and
Seven cities and towns in the ingte urger, Architects, in wWash.
U. S. bear the name Tracy as Jeon:

do some 75 streets J



Everyone with a family member
in W.W.II service hung a "ser-
vice flag" in the front window.
Pictured is the Treacy front
window which service flag dis-
played in 1945.

FLORIDA

Anita Weimer Friedlander gave
birth to her and husband Bob's
first son whom they named James
Patrick in honor of his great-
grandfather. His older sister in-
identally is Tracy Ellen. James
Patrick was born 1990.

Andrea Bronwen Treacy Libby hus-
band Lloyd and son Kyle last
year moved into their new home:
2810 Arnold Palmer Court, Shal-
imar, Fla. 32579. Lloyd, an
engineer, both designed the home
and participated in its con-
struction.

Neither Patrick Treacy nor Mary
Treacy submitted any news from
Tallahassee.

MARYLAND

Suzanne Treacy Woodside and hus-
band Kieth both work for Wood-
ward & Lothrup, as buyer and as
Salesman respectively. They
make their home in Takoma Park
outside of D.cC.

Maurice F. Treacy was recently
awarded an elementary flute cert-
icate from Peabody Preparatory,
a division of the prestigious
Peabody Institute of Music in
Baltimore. He has now master-
ed Music Theory and is well on
his way through the Peabody in-
termediate program. Says Casey:
"Peabody Institute ain't easy!"

PAKISTAN

Gabriel Owen Treacy was born to
the Mark Treacys 1last year
(March 24, 1990) in Giigit.
Carole delivered Gabriel in a
Pakistani clinic while Mark was
on the road to Islamabad to pick
up Carole's mother. They believe
that Gabriel is the first and
only American baby ever born in
Gilgit. Carole, Gaelan and Gab-
riel recently rejoined Mark af-
ter visiting the Ft. Walton
Beach, Fla. and Chillum, Mary-
land kin.

PENNSYLVANTA

Helen Chisholm Treacy of York is
recovering from cataract surgery
which she says considerably im-
proved her reading vision. She
also reports that daughters Mary
and Jackie were excellent nursing
care providers through her recov—
ery. Jackie reports that daught-
er Jeanette stays a tad busy these
days what with attending beauty
school mornings, finishing up
high school requirements at York
High afternoons and tending busy
and energetic Erin Nicole,born to
her on July 17, 1990, and working
at Hardee's three or four nights
per week
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The Oakland, Md., W.W. II Honor
Roll was a billboard size monu-
ment which displayed the names
of all of the service members
from Garrett County. Pictured
is the section listing the five
Treacys who served.

+




TANZANIA

Brian Leo Treacy, wife Patricia
O0'C and daughter Caitlin Victoria
(born May 5, 1990) together with
dog Dixie will return to the U.S.
in early summer this year. Brian
will sever his service with the
U.N. as an attorney (dealing with
refugee problems) and will seek

a legal position where Patricia
will be posted as a USAID epidem-
iologist. Possible locations:
Washington, D.C., Central or
South America.

WEST VIRGINIA

Treacy Heather Bentley is in
her sophomore year at Marshall
University in Huntington. She
continues a serious student of
ballet and was prima three
Years ago. Ryan is on the swim
team which won first place in
his age group in the 1990 State
of West Virginia competition.
Joel is learning to write let-
ters on a Muppet Computer key-
board. Their mother, Laura
Ellen Treacy Bentley, is teach-
ing gifted students English at
Mill Community College. Laurie
is an accomplished poet and re-
cently sold a poem to Quilt
World magazine.

VIRGINIA

Karen Treacy, Robert's wife de-
livered daughter Jennifer Mich-
ele on April 27, 1990. At last
report her eyes were blue but
that report is now dated. Rob-
ert was awarded his Associates
Degree in math, magna cum laude,
a year ago andand is continuing
his studies in physics, specific-
ally thermodynamics. Karen at
last report was pursuing study
in creative writing. Both Rob-
ert and Karen haunt caves and
Karen is a member of a mountain
search and rescue group.

Chris, son of Jacqueline Treacy
Owens finished his freshman year
at the University of Virginia
this last month.

Dennis and Donna Treacy of Han-
over expect their second to
arrive in August, 1991.




LEO J. RASCHE

(Although he is not an ancestor, some of his namesakes and
other blood kin have suggested that I record some of the accomp-
lishments and antics of this colorful relative.)

Leo Joseph Rasche was no doubt named for Pope Leo XIII,
the popular and socially conscious -particularly as to rights
of labor- pontiff who reigned at the time of Leo's birth on
August 8, 1882. He was the second child of Henry A. and Kath-
erine Rowan Rasche, after Harry. Like Harry, Leo was a mischievous
child. My mother, his sister Estelle, recounted to me how these
two had, while living in Kennedy, Minnesota, learned that if they
and several of their pals all walked in step up the horse powered
incline which operated the community grain elevator, they could
raise the internal elevator to the top of the storage structure
and, on signal, all jump off, leaving the uncounterbalanced ele-
vator to crash to the building's floor. Their father made his own
wine and kept the finished product in crates of bottles under lock
and key in a storage room in their home. Harry and Leo met this
challenge with the aid of a chair which provided enough height for
them to be able to crawl through the transom atop the locked door
and to drop down into the room. After sampling the wares, they
found that the only way out was to stack crates of wine bottles
against the door in sufficient height to exit through the transom.
Unfortunately, when their father next unlocked and opened the door
(it opened inward) the stacked crates toppled and many bottles
broke, resulting in a thrashing for the culprits. Back in Oakland
the duo loved to taunt the local blacksmith, Mr. Yellowly, whose
shop was in the same Water Street block as the Rasche home. On
one occasion the tied a rope to a stake in the field behind the
blacksmith shop. One boy held the other end loosely so that it
lay on the ground obscured by the tall grass. The other shouted
taunts and insults at Mri{ Yellowly until, exasperated, he left his
work and chased the blackguard across the field. At this point
the accomplice pulled the rope taut, sending the smith into the
air and onto the ground with a crashing thud. As early teenagers
the same two would walk the Baltimore & Ohio tracks to the "88
Bridge" which spans the Youghiogheny River just west of Oakland.
The track curved sharply around a wooded hill as it approached
the bridge so that the engineer was unable to see any obstructions
on the bridge until the train was nearly on it. Knowing this, the
brothers would await a train on the bridge until they knew they
were seen by the engineer, who by then was sounding frantic warn-
ings on the steamwhistle. Then they feigned panic with gestures
and shouts until the engine was on the bridge itself and the en-
gineer could no longer see straight ahead around the boiler. At
this point they would lower themselves between the crossties, hang
with their hands and gently drop into the river while the train
screeched to a stop overhead. They would wade or swim ashore,
hide in the woods unseen, from where they could observe the train
crew's panic, frustration and, finally, fury.



Kate Rowan Rasche had been well educated in Canada before
moving with her parents to the United States. And, Henry had pro-
vided well for the educations of the children of his marriage to
Ellen Cullen. With his support and encouragement,; Kate travel-
led extensively on the B & O Railroad, visiting and evaluating
schools to further the educations of the three older children,
Harry, Leo and Estelle. Elementary education was then very limit-
ed in Oakland and there were no secondary schools at all in Gar-
rett County. She decided upon Notre Dame, in Indiana, which then
provided secondary courses for boys on the college grounds and
for girls at adjacent St. Mary's on the Hill. There the three
boarded in dormatories for several years until, after Henry's
death, Kate could no longer afford the fees and expenses and they
were withdrawn. Leo's final bill, and likely those of the other
two, was left in default.

In order to keep the family intact, the older boys, Harry
and Leo, went to work with the local newspapers and their mother
organized the Rasche Family Orchestra, designating Leo as its
manager. All six of the Rasche children were accomplished music-
ians as was Kate who for many years taught music. Leo played
the violin and the others the cornet, piano, viola, bass, switch-
ing sometimes to trombone and other instruments as occasions re-
quired. Principally they played at the many resort hotels then
booming in Western Maryland and nearby West Virginia.

Leo moved on to Grafton, W. Va., where he moved up the
newspaper ladder to become in his late twenties, editor of The
Grafton Sentinel, that city's daily. Additionally, he taught
music and was known locally as "Professor" Rasche. 1In 1915 he
tired of the daily pressures of putting out the paper, purchased
an array of "snake 0il" and other medicinal cures and set out as
a drummer to sell his wares down the South Atlantic coast. While
he was drumming in South Carolina, Pancho Villa conducted his raid
into Texas and Leo enlisted as a bandsman in the Second South
South Carolina Infantry Division. Following training as an in-
fantryman and bandsman, both in South Carolina and Texas, he and
his unit participated in the failed mission into Mexico to cap-
ture Pancho Villa. Before his enlistment was up Leo rose to the
rank of sergeant. Upon America's entry into World War I, he was
promoted to second lieutenant and assigned military police duties
in a New York unit. This unit fought in France and participated
in driving the Germans out of Belgium. For the latter he was
entitled to wear the fourrageére awarded members of his unit by
the king of that country. Wounded by enemy shrapnel, he also
wore a "wound stripe" on the sleve of his tunic, the Purple
Heart medal not being awarded for wounds at the time. Leo vol-
unteered to stay on in Germany with the occupational forces after
the armistice. At some point during his service in Europe Leo
and some of his fellow officers, after singing The Road to Man-
dalay wondered why "...the dawn comes up like thunder out of
China 'cross the bay." They wrote to the poem's author, Rudyard
Kipling and received a response: The hundreds and hundreds of
waterfowl at that southern Burma location would simultaneously
take wing from the water just at dawn and the beat of their wings

created a thunder-like sound.




On his return to the U. S. via a troop transport, he re-
newed acquaintance with an old sergeant friend. They agreed, as
a joke on the army, to doctor their respective military record
files, which each carried with him, so that upon their arrival
the sergeant would be discharged a first lieutenant and Leo a
sergeant. It worked perfectly and both veterans chuckled right
up until 1936 when the federal and many state governments en-
acted bonus legislation for World War I service. Under those laws
Leo was entitled to receive many hundreds of dollars more than
was his friend. Both agreed and both confessed to their discharge
prank and the army corrected the altered records in good spirit.
Leo received his proper bonus and the story was carried nationally
on the newswire services.

Leo became employed with the New York World, one of that
city's leading dailies. He remained with it when it merged with
the New York Telegram and later with the New York Sun, to become
the New York World Telegram & Sun, the city's principal daily.
Meanwhile he rose to chief headline writer and later to feature
editor. During these successful years he met, and later married
Harriet Gephart, the foremost (and perhaps only) female newsre-
porter in France in World War I. She had the distinction of in-
terviewing and reporting on General John J. "Blackjack" Pershing,
Allied Expeditionary Forces Commander.

In these New York years, Leo enjoyed status as a city
notable. Yardly, the respected and nationally syndicated cartoon-
ist of the Baltimore Sun drew and had published a cartoon around
the letters cleverly concealed in the drawing L-E-O R-A-S-C-H-E
as a tribute to his friend, Leo. In his favorite restaurant
haunt, the string orchestra always struck up Lieberstraum, Leo's
favorite tune whenever they saw him enter. Still the prankster,
Leo once noticed a crowd outside the main entrance to one of the
city's major hotels. He inquired of a few of the onlookers as
to whom they expected to see but none could tell him anything
except that it was a very important person. Leo quickly and quiet-
ly slipped into one of the hotel's side entrances and emerged out
of the main entrance, hat held high and beaming to the crowd. They
responded with a spatter of applause and disbursed.

Leo had a good vocabulary and a ready wit. Instead of
simply characterizing something as unusual or odd, he would choose
to say "That is singular." Sometimes, by way of apology for
being remiss in some obligation he would offer: "I meant to do
that but I came down with an unexpected drunk."

After retiring from the newspaper business in the 1950s
he visited the West, stopping first at Notre Dame where he visit-
with its president, Fr. Theodore Hesberg (then a White House ad-
visor) and made a substantial financial contribution to make up
for his mother's, and his, inability to pay the Rasche family's
bill from the 1890s. He proceeded on to Utah and California
where he visited his surviving half brothers and sisters from his
father's first marriage, to Ellen Cullen, and his first cousin,
Dr. P. J. Rowan's daughter. Having renewed association with his
0ld school on this trip he became an active member of the alumni
association and was awarded the University gold medal given to
fifty year members of the Association. Leo died May 24, 1960 and

is buried alongside Harriet in the Oakland Cemetery.
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Leo captioned this spoof photograph which he had made
in Paris in 1918: "A strategy meeting of high level
allied warlords."



